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WELCOME

Disclaimer: The Wheathampstead Magazine is published by MiniMagazines & Brochures in good faith and cannot be held responsible in any 
way for inaccuracies in reports, articles or advertising that appear in the magazine.  The views expressed in editorial may not necessarily reflect 
the views of the editor.  Photographs and material submitted by readers can only be published if permission has been granted by the photographer 
or originator of the information or intellectual property.  MiniMagazines cannot be held responsible for checking all such permissions have been 
granted.

Phew!!... I wish I could say thank goodness that’s over, but of course it’s not over yet as 
this terrible virus is still with us, so we must all remember to stay alert, and look after 

ourselves and others. 
Having said that, it seems that we are now much closer to getting back to normal and in 
fact that ‘new normal’ that reports have referred to is surely just around the corner. For us 
at MiniMagazines, it’s been new but definitely not normal to be publishing online only but 
now, for this issue and from now on, we are back in print and should be going through every 
letterbox in the area and be available to pick up at various places as well as shops and stores 
including Tesco in the village. It’s worth noting that every month the magazine will also be 
available on our web site to view in digital format or PDF if that is what you prefer. 
This issue sees an update regarding Coronavirus from our Local Resilience Forum and covers 
what to watch out for from scammers in relation to ‘track and trace’.  A day in the life features 
local chef and businessman Darren Buxton who started a take-way service for his fine dining 
meals during lockdown and there’s an article about Marion Oxley as she steps down as chair 
of the Wheathampstead Community Group.
We had a tour of the newly completed Katherine Warington school building as it prepares 
to welcome students for the Autumn term, and did you know that there are plans for a 
community gym on Brewhouse Hill? The Wildlife Trust told us about increased vandalism 
and Health Matters looks at Pneumonia. We have included various events and usual regular 
happenings in the What’s On section, although please do make sure that you check before 
you travel to these events. The same applies to Clubs and Groups – these may or may not be 
active so please do check before you travel.

Eve Atkins 
eve@minimagazines.co.uk

All news items and requests 
for features and articles will be 

considered. 
Call or email Eve to discuss 

For a free listing in What’s On section 
subject to space

email: info@minimagazines .co.uk 

Advert Copy Deadline 
For Next Issue...
Friday 17th July

ADVERTISING RATES
Based on a six issue booking
 

                 
Special positions and sponsorships on 
request

TO BOOK YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
IN THE NEXT ISSUE
CALL US TODAY
01582 842052 OR 0775 3857012
info@minimagazines.co.uk
www.minimagazines.co.uk

£120  per issue
£63  per issue
£40  per issue  
£25  per issue

Full page           
1/2 page                 
1/4 page                  
1/8 page 

LANDMARK
GENERAL BUILDERS LTD

TELEPHONE: 01992 830 321
MOBILE: 07587 320 427 

www.landmarkgeneralbuildersltd.co.uk
Chapel Mill, 29 Tamworth Road, Hertford SG13 7DD

TELEPHONE: 01992 830 321
MOBILE: 07587 320 427

Block Paving . Patios . Paths

Ornamental Walls . Steps

Free Estimates and Advice 
Fourteen Day Cooling off Period

No Deposit Required 

Landmark General Builders Ltd specialise in block 
paving, tarmacadam, brickwork, graveling, fencing, 
patios and general hard landscaping.
We are happy to point you in the direction of projects 
that we have already completed so that you can see 
firsthand the quality of our work.
Call today, we will be happy to offer you a free and 
very competitive no obligation quote. 

•BLOCK PAVING
•PATIO SLABS
•TARMACADAM
•FENCING
•BRICKWORK
•JET WASHING
•GRAVELING
•LANDSCAPING

Available in a 
comprehensive range of 
colours, designed to blend 
and harmonise with any 
style Burnt Oak Brindle Autumn Gold

Red Charcoal Buff Bracken
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Useful Phone Numbers 
Doctors Surgery: Marford Road 
01582 832258
Dentist: Marford Road 01582 833 408
Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 
Electricity Emergency: 0800 404 090
Power Cuts: 105
Healthline: 111
Police non emergency: 101 
Parish Council: 01582 832541
County Council: 0300 123 4040
Local Pharmacy: 01582 832102

Help  Lines 
Mind: 0845 766 0163 
Advice for Mental Health Issues 
The Samaritans: 08457 90 90 90
Confidential non-judgemental emotional 
support
Alcoholics Anonymous:
0845 769 7555
Stroke helpline: 0845 303 3100
Advice from the Stroke Association
Age Concern: 0800 00 99 66
Frank: 0800 77 66 00
Advice about drugs from professional 
advisers 
Beating Eating Disorders:
0845 634 1414
Cruse Day by Day: 0844 477 9400
Help and support for people who are 
bereaved
Macmillan CancerLine:
0808 808 2020
Autism Helpline: 0845 070 4004

8

23,2522

July 19-20, 1848  
A women’s rights convention was held at Seneca 
Falls, New York. Topics discussed included 
voting rights, property rights and divorce. 
The convention marked the beginning of an 
organized women’s rights movement in the U.S.

July 26, 1944 
The U.S. Army began desegregating its training 
camp facilities. Black platoons were then 
assigned to white companies in a first step toward 
battlefield integration. However, the official order 
integrating the armed forces didn’t come until 
July 26, 1948, signed by President Harry Truman.

17

23,2524

23,2525

July 2, 1917 
A race riot occurred in St. Louis, Missouri, 
resulting in an estimated 75 African Americans 
killed and hundreds injured. To protest the 
violence against blacks, W.E.B. DuBois and James 
Weldon Johnson later led a silent march down 
Fifth Avenue in New York.

23,2529

Discrimination, it seems, has been 
around for a long, long time...

July 2, 1964 
President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, prohibiting discrimination 
on the basis of race in public accommodations, 
publicly owned or operated facilities, 
employment and union membership and in voter 
registration. The Act allowed for cutoff of Federal 
funds in places where discrimination remained.

 25

17

13
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• Railway Cottage - Open Garden for NGS 3rd July 
Sandwiched between a main road and railway line, this urban cottage garden is a hidden gem. Little 
paths are bordered by plants and flowers of all descriptions creating a mass of colour and a haven for 
insects and birds. Evening opening Friday 3rd July 5-8pm. Wine. Sunday 5th July 2-5pm. Home made 
teas. Open for charity. www.ngs.org.uk
• Kearns & Meiring Physic Garden - Open Garden for NGS from 4th July 
The Kearns & Meiring Physic Garden an impressive display of medicinal herbs from Europe and 
beyond by practising herbalists Victoria Kearns & Pieter Meiring, based in Watford. The garden is 
divided into medicinal plants by body system and features 70+ different herbs.Saturday 4th & Sunday 
5th + Saturday 18th& Sunday 19th July 11am-4pm. Admission by donation. Home-made teas. a 
selection of herbal teas and home-made cakes. Times: 11:00 to 16:00. Open for charity.WD18 7DU tel: 
07864 945086 Call to check latest times or cancellations. www.kmherbalists.co.uk 
• Todd in the Hole Festival 17th July 
This is more than just a music festival. It’s a 3-day family friendly food & drink extravaganza with an 
added kick of good old traditional fun.
Bringing you an incredible weekend of live music across four stages, from some of the world’s biggest 
tribute acts to the best local bands, all set in beautiful Hertfordshire countryside, Todd in the Hole 
really does have a unique community feel. From little ones to grandparents & all in between, there’s 
something for everyone. Bury Wood, Todds Green, SG1 2JE Friday 17th -Sun 19th July
www.toddinthehole.co.uk
• The Story of Guitar Heroes 17th July     
Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, Hank Marvin, Brian May and Slash are just some of the outstanding guitar 
heroes you will have chance to experience in one amazing show! This phenomenal live concert style 
‘rockumentary’ is performed by the extraordinarily talented and renowned musician: Phil Walker, and 
his exceptional band. More than 20 guitars used on stage, the show accurately recreates the sound and 
ambiance of each guitar hero starting from the 1950’s to the present day. tel: 01727 844488The Alban 
Arena, Civic Centre, St Albans, Friday 17th July www.storyofguitarheroes.com
• St Albans Antique and Vintage Market 19th July 
Street market with 80 superb traders in the heart of the ancient and picturesque City of St Albans. On 
a Sunday, once a month, St Peters Street comes alive with this bustling market teeming with the old 
and the interesting. Please check website/facebook for dates due to Covid19 nearer the time.
9am - 3pm Sunday July 19th, St Peters Street tel: 07502 213873 
www.stalbasantiqueandvintagemarket.com
• South Harpenden Gardens - Open Garden for NGS 19th July 
Three gardens all reflecting their owner’s individual interests and needs. Packed with perennials, 
shrubs and climbers and a formal pond -a courtyard suntrap and shade garden provide extra interest 
+ a professionally landscaped garden designed for minimal maintenance and maximum impact 
with mature trees, climbers, water feature, children’s play area, pagoda and plant filled borders. Then 
essentially a wildlife garden filled with insect-friendly wild and cultivated plants enclosed by a mixed 
boundary hedge. Sunday 19th July 2-5.30 Open for charity. South Harpenden Gardens, Harpenden, 
www.ngs.org.uk 
• Comedy of Terrors - Comedy murder mystery. Virtual 
In a virtual world the presentation for the best comedy performer of all time is to be announced at a 
gala night at the Old Empire Theatre. Before the ceremony can take place the chairman of C.R.A.P. 
(Comedy Retro Award Presentation) is found murdered. The six suspects are Steptoe and Son, Frankie 
Howerd, Laurel and Hardy and Tommy Cooper. It is up to the audience to work out the culprit. The 
show is hosted by two famous detectives, Hercules Parrot and Ms Jane Marbles. They are baffled by the 
mystery and need your help. Available until 7.30pm on Saturday 4th July. tel: 01462481969. 
www.amatheatre.biz

Please contact event organisers for full details, ticket prices and availability.
To add your events please email - info@minimagazines.co.uk

WHAT’S ON:  Coronavirus: Dates and times may have 
changed, events may be cancelled or postponed so please do 
check with venue before you set out.

N-PEST
PEST CONTROL HERTFORDSHIRE
Local Family Run Business offering 

professional services for the 
following pests:-

Cluster Flies, Wasps, 
Fleas, Mice & Rats, 
Rabbits, Squirrels, 

Moles, Moths and all 
other pests

Telephone: 01438 820000 or 
07966 935235

Email: info@n-pest.co.uk

WWW.N-PEST.CO.UK

01582 834656
Free Delivery 

Mill Walk, Wheathampstead

LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHERS

•	 Everything for your BBQ
•	 Free Range Meats
•	 Turkeys
•	 Free Range Chickens        

(additive free)
•	 Homemade Sausages & Pies
•	 Regular Special Offers

BRIMARKS

What’s On...
   regularly 

• Foodbank    
Confidentiality is assured. Community Centre, 
Hilldyke Road 12.30 - 2.30 every Thursday. 
Tel: 01582-832011 or 01727 613019
• Recreation for the Retired 
Memorial Hall, All welcome. Table tennis, darts, 
crib, scrabble. 2pm-4pm most Fridays.
• Wheathampstead Dementia Wellbeing Group 
(‘WDWG’) Coffee Morning
The Mead Hall, every 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 
10.30am - 12pm Margaret 01582 832368 Isobel 
01582 832439
• W.A.S.P.S. After School Play-Scheme 
Fantastic, affordable and experienced child-care 
before and after school each day, Beech Hyde 
Primary School, www.wasps-asc.org
• Quiz
Have a great evening at the weekly quiz every 
Wednesday 8 p.m. The Swan Wheathampstead 
• Harpenden Riding for Disabled(RDA) Group
Subsidised lessons to local people (over the 
age of 5) with physical disabilities or learning 
difficulties. Thursday 5.15-6.10pm & 6.10-7pm 
term time. Greenacres, Batford. Tim 07778 
519569 tim@stagenhoe.co.uk.
• ALF Bingo for over ‘60s
Mead Hall, 6.30 for 7pm, last Tuesday of the 
month. Good company, cash prizes, raffle Lifts 
available Phone Colin on 07790 639735.
• Herts Musical Memories 
Singing for people with dementia & their carers/
loved ones. Monday mornings 10.30am - 12.00 
midday. Memorial Hall Call Wendy Hyams 
07984 588532 or Kerry Brabant 0208 9505757

• Wheathampstead Community 
   Library
Knit, Natter and Know (KNK) 
10am to 12 noon on a Wednesday and on the 
third Friday of the month. 
Saturday Story Time 
Saturdays 9.30 – 10am This session is aimed at 
children aged 4 – 7.
Toddler Time
Mondays 2.30 – 3.00pm. Aimed at children aged 
two and a half to four and a half.
Internet Cafe
(Tech with a cup of tea) 10am till 12 noon on 
Tuesday. Help with your PC, tablet or phone



To Advertise call 01582 842052 or 0775 3857012                    Please mention MiniMagazines when responding to advertsTo Advertise call 01582 842052 or 0775 3857012                    Please mention MiniMagazines when responding to adverts

Page 9Page 8

spectrum
IT support

We can help...

Computer problems?

We are your stress free route to problem free IT
Jargon free advice & no job too big or too small 
Whatever your IT problem, we’ve got it covered

info@spectrumitsupport.co.uk
www.spectrumitsupport.co.uk

We can help you with any of the following services 
Hardware  Software  Cloud  Wi-Fi/Networking  IT Security  Websites

Call now on 01438 833671

A Day in the Life of...Head Chef 
& Businessman Darren Buxton
There are no standard days for many of us 

during these funny old times and for one 
enterprising local businessman, work just got a 
lot harder but much more 
rewarding too. 
That’s Darren Buxton, 
Head Chef and catering 
franchisee at Mid Herts 
Golf Club and Harpenden 
Golf  Club; just as 
lockdown began, Darren 
decided that he could 
continue to prepare his 
fine dining style meals and 
provide a take away service 
for golf club members and 
local residents too. 
Darren has been involved 
with Mid Herts Golf Club 
for around 4 years and 
Harpenden Golf Club for 
16 years. Prior to lockdown, 
Darren and his small team 
catered for club events 
and the various social 
gatherings organised by both clubs, but once the 
clubs closed, he decided he would do something 
else to support club members and the local 
community, particularly those 
people finding it more difficult 
to get out and source good food. 
Darren told MiniMagazines, 
“ Back in the early days of 
lockdown it was extremely 
challenging, as panic buying 
at the time meant that there 
were shortages of just about 
everything, and with 700 orders 
to fill during the first week, I 
wondered just how we would 
manage.”
Darren told us that packaging 
was also a challenge and it 
seems that his wife Andrea 
looked all around the world for 

the right type, finally finding what was needed in 
Bristol, England! 
Clearly, Darren did manage, although it was 

never a take away service, 
instead, with the help of 
a dedicated team, every 
order was and still is hand 
delivered with priority 
to those people that are 
vulnerable or shielded.
Now 3 months on, 
everything from receiving 
orders through to delivery 
runs just like clockwork 
with set days for the various 
tasks involved :- 
Monday - menu is 
designed, Tuesday - 
vegetable market and prep 
day, Wednesday - Cook 
Day Thursday -  pack and 
delivery day. 
In the beginning, the 
menu was based on the 
limited supply of what 

was available. Now, with things still not back 
to normal, menu inspirations are still based on 
what’s available but, fortunately, Darren can now 

select all vegetables fresh at the 
market and continues to be 
able to source high quality meat 
and fish from his trusted local 
suppliers each week.
Always wanting to help 
others, Darren also has an 
understanding with the stall 
holders at the market and 
sources cheap vegetables to give 
to local food banks, the veggie 
peelings go to a local animal 
sanctuary and some to a local 
pig farm. 
It’s clear that Darren has been 
happy to help some of those 
people who just could not 

get out much in those early days and he told 
MiniMagazines that he enjoys bumping into 
people in the village who thank him for what he 
is doing, telling him how much they are enjoying 
his food. Whilst he had already met many 
members from both clubs, personally delivering 
food to some of those same people has, it seems, 
brought him a little closer to them.
Darren praised the many volunteers that have 
helped, particularly Wheathampstead locals 
Kate Owen and Steve Northcott, as well as front 
of house manager Amanda Hill, Joy Pickard 
General Manager at Mid Herts Golf Club, Tom 
Scott General Manager at Harpenden Golf Club 
as well as members of his family and of course his 
wife Andrea. Darren said, “I owe them all a great 
big thank you, I couldn’t have managed without 
them.”
As the lockdown measures begin to wind down, 
provided there is still a need, Darren intends to 
continue Darren’s Meal Service, which is about 
to be streamlined further still and will go back 
to the original plan of being a takeaway service, 
although for a select vulnerable few, the delivery 
service will still continue. To ensure this excellent 

service does continue, please order now for next 
week - check out the menu on:-
www.midhertsgolfclub.co.uk 
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Our Local Resilience Forum (LRF) is made up 
of representatives from local public services, 
including the emergency services, local 
authorities, the NHS, the Environment Agency 
and the Highways Agency, as well as other 
partners in the military and voluntary sector.
The LRF ow plans to move from responding to 
the immediate impact of COVID-19 to planning 
our county’s recovery from that impact, the 
strategic coordination group will continue to 
meet weekly to keep abreast of the local picture 
and prepare to respond to any urgent call for 
action. 

Stay Safe Hertfordshire
This initiative supports the safe re-opening 
of Hertfordshire’s high streets. Hertfordshire 
County Council, our district and borough 
councils and other organisations across 
the county are launching a new ‘Stay Safe 
Hertfordshire’ campaign, to support the safe re-
opening of our town centres. 
As part of the campaign, the county council has 
developed a toolkit for businesses, providing 
advice and resources that will help them re-open 
their premises safely. The toolkit for businesses 
is available to view and download at www.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/staysafetoolkit. It includes 
posters that can be displayed in premises to 
encourage social distancing and other behaviour 
that will help to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
Signs will start to appear across the county, 
urging people to stay socially distanced, follow 
signs and markers, be patient and considerate 
towards one another and shop locally. The 
campaign will also continue to remind people 
to wash their hands and maintain good hygiene 
practices, as these measures remain vital in 
preventing the spread of COVID-19. 

New rules on wearing face 
coverings 
From mid June new rules on wearing face 
coverings in public came into force in England, 

to help protect people from catching the 
coronavirus, COVID-19. 
In line with the new government rules, people 
will have to wear a face covering when they are 
using any form of public transport, or when 
they are going to hospital for an appointment 
or to visit somebody. The government has also 
recommended that face coverings should be 
worn in enclosed spaces, such as shops, where 
it isn’t possible to maintain a 2 metre distance 
between people. 

COVID-19 testing service 
expands in Hertfordshire 
The local and national coronavirus testing 
programme continues to grow and change 
from week to week. Mid 
June, the new, seven day a 
week testing site opened 
in Welwyn Garden City, 
adding to the mobile 
‘pop-up’ sites being run 
by the military across 
Hertfordshire. For more 
information on how and 
where to get tested for 
COVID-19 if you have 
symptoms, together with 
advice and guidance on 
the new antibody tests 
which are beginning to 
become available, go to 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus. 
People who cannot access 
the internet can ring 119 
between 7am and 11pm, 
and those with hearing 
or speech difficulties 
or English as a second 
language can ring 18001 
0300 303 2713. 

Re-opening of schools 
Teachers, support staff, parents and children 
have been supported by the county council 
during their phased return to primary school. 
School communities are working with the county 
council to facilitate a safe and welcoming return 
to school for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 

6 pupils, 
At least 75% of all Hertfordshire primary schools 
were open for one or more of the priority year 
groups identified by the government, as well as 
for the children of key workers and vulnerable 
children, while also supporting distance learning. 
Where schools were open, 35% of Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 pupils on average attended 
school. 

Support to Residential and 
Nursing Homes 
The second week of June saw the first week since 
the outbreak of the virus in Hertfordshire in 
which there was no increase in the number of 
deaths in care homes over the preceding week. 

This was very encouraging 
and testament to the 
significant support for care 
home setting from Public 
Health, NHS and social 
care staff. 
At the same time however, 
the Adult Care Services 
team at Hertfordshire 
County Council started to 
see an increase in infections 
in people in receipt of care 
at home – for example 
those people who have 
regular visits to assist them 
with washing or dressing. 
To tackle this issue, the 
team is continuing to 
support home care agencies 
with training in infection 
control. Staff are also 
being offered support to 
help them to follow PPE 
guidance and safe practices. 

The measures and services available to support 
care homes in Hertfordshire have been well 
received by partners and the care sector. Plans 
are now being developed to reinforce the range of 
support available.. Planning is also underway to 
extend COVID-19 tests to all patients discharged 
from hospital who are returning home to receive 
home care, regardless of 

Coronavirus: 
Useful Contacts 
Emotional & practical support
www.hertshelp.net
03001234044

Health advice and information
www.nhs.uk/coroavirus

Local council services
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus

Domestic abuse
www.hertssunflower.org
Hertfordshire Domestic Abuse 
helpline
08 088 088 088

Financial Advice
www.hertforshire.gov.uk/benefits
Citizens Advice
03444111 444
www.hcas.org.uk
National Debtline
0808 808 4000
www.nationaldebtline.org

Avoiding Scams 
Sign up for scam alerts
www.hertfordshire.gov.ik/updateme 

Volunteering
www. volunteering.org.uk

Local Resilience Forum

Continued on page 12

Coronavirus:  
MiniMagazines has received the following 

Local Resilience Forum update, via 
Healthwatch Hertfordshire, the consumer 
champion for health and social care. 
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THE SWAN
Wheathampstead

TAKEAWAY PIZZA
TO ORDER PLEASE CALL: 01582 833110

www.theswanwheathampstead.co.uk

their home circumstances. 

Economic Resilience 
Is your business COVID secure? Hertfordshire 
local council regulators have produced a practical 
resource guide of over 20 guides, checklists, 
templates and more to help businesses carry out 
their Covid-19 risk assessment, resume trading 
safely, and protect their staff and customers. 
Access the resources via the Better Business for 
All hub on the Hertfordshire LEP website. This 
guidance is aimed at all businesses, whether or 
not you have a business premises and includes 
specific guides for various sectors and types of 
businesses, including shared office buildings, 
working in other people’s homes and market 
traders. 

Small Business Grants Scheme 
update
As of early June, the 10 district and borough 
councils in Hertfordshire have distributed 
£185.505m of small business grants to 13,878 
eligible small businesses in the county (equivalent 
to 93% of the total). The latest bulletin on the 

Continued from page 11 Farewell to Marion and Ann
The recent AGM of the Wheathampstead 

Community Group (WCG) reluctantly 
accepted the retirement of two of its stalwart 
servants, Marion Oxley (pictured) and Ann 
Rudeforth. Marion has been Chair of WCG for 
12 years, whilst Ann has served as Transport 
Secretary for an amazing 27 years.
Under Marion’s leadership, WCG has gone 
through the most fundamental changes in its 
50+ year history, refreshing this established 
organisation, 
firstly changing 
the organisation’s 
name from the 
Wheathampstead 
Welfare Group, with its 
outdated connotations, 
to Wheathampstead 
Community Group.
Marion encouraged the 
further development of 
the hospital and doctor 
transportation service 
of WCG, recognising 
it as the backbone of 
the Group’s operations. 
Today they now have 
over 50 volunteer 
drivers.
Marion has been 
instrumental in 
developing community 
support within Wheathampstead. WCG’s 
Community Service operations that she 
developed now identifies and provides support 
to the needy within the village. She led the 
establishment of the Companionship network in 
the village and ensured that the Luncheon Club 
for the elderly continues to flourish. Marion set 
up Safeguarding training for WCG volunteers, 
a facility that other local organisations have also 
utilised.
Under Marion’s tenure as Chair, WCG has 
implemented the Internet/Computer Café in 
Wheathampstead’s Community Library and had 
taken on the administration of the Santa Grotto 
and Sleigh runs in the village.

WCG is a much bigger organisation now than it 
was before Marion became chair. Their Annual 
Appeal, which Marion was instrumental in 
starting, now raises over £11,000 each year on its 
own. 
Marion is recognised throughout 
Wheathampstead for her hard work, dedication 
and compassion towards our community. She 
has successfully raised the profile of WCG, 
building effective links with other organisations, 

to a point where it is 
recognised and respected 
throughout Hertfordshire 
and wider. Marion’s 
service to WCG and other 
community organisations 
was recognised by the 
awarding of an MBE in 
2015. 
Marion will continue to 
serve as Vice Chair, giving 
support to WCG’s new 
Chair, David Johnston.
Ann Rudeforth has served 
the community admirably 
for nearly 30 years via 
the WCG transport 
operations, firstly as a 
volunteer driver and then 
as Transport Secretary. 
She has been ably assisted 
in that role by her 

husband, John. Without Ann, WCG would not be 
the success that it is today, and she is key to the 
respect in which their Transport Service is held. 
Ann’s service to the community of 
Wheathampstead was rewarded by the 
awarding of a British Empire Medal (BEM) in 
2017. Ann also received a Gold Award from 
Wheathampstead Parish Council in 2019 for her 
dedication to volunteering in Wheathampstead.
At their AGM, the incoming Chair, David 
Johnston, expressed thanks on behalf of the 
WCG Committee, its volunteers and beneficiaries 
for Marion’s and Ann’s incredible service to the 
community of Wheathampstead and best wishes 
for a well-deserved rest in their retirement.

economic and business impact of COVID-19 
is available for circulation here. https://www.
hertfordshirelep.com/

Understanding and supporting 
our most vulnerable residents 
Hertfordshire Community Foundation has 
awarded over 100 emergency relief grants to 
local charities, ensuring support is provided to 
our county’s most vulnerable residents during 
the pandemic. To find out more about the 
community foundation’s grants programmes,visit 
https://www.hertscf.org.uk/grant-making



To Advertise call 01582 842052 or 0775 3857012                    Please mention MiniMagazines when responding to advertsTo Advertise call 01582 842052 or 0775 3857012                    Please mention MiniMagazines when responding to adverts

Page 15Page 14

Katherine Warington School 
Ready for More Students
It’s been a long time coming but finally, the 

building for our new local school, Katherine 
Warington School (KWS) is complete and ready 
to welcome its next year group in September. 
Just like all other schools, KWS has been 
closed (except for children of key workers 
and vulnerable students) and has followed 
government safety and social distancing 
guidelines for staff and pupils during lockdown 
with home learning and virtual teaching available 
for all students.
Plans for September are still fluid and 
Headteacher Tony Smith (pictured) told 
MiniMagazines that he is looking forward to 

clear guidelines from the government as soon as 
possible.
However, whilst they wait for specifics, Tony 
and his team at KWS have looked at various 
scenarios for the new school term in September 
and made preparations to ensure that social 
distancing, hand washing and safety regimes are 
firmly in place whilst high quality education and 
learning for students remains at the forefront of 
those plans. Tony told MiniMagazines that for 
KWS, some aspects of the approach used during 
lockdown could transition into a ‘new normal’. 
This is likely to include more ‘blended learning’, 
which could be an individualised mix of remote, 

virtual and face to face 
teaching, depending on both 
student and teacher needs. 
Involved from the very start, 
Tony is rightly proud of what 
has been achieved in this 
exceptional school building, 
despite all the challenges 
encountered along the 
way. Whilst there are a few 
rooms to be fully completed 
and ground works on the 
perimeter are continuing, 
essentially the new school 
building is complete and 
ready for occupation, and 
honestly, it was a real pleasure 
to see. 
Immediately, the observer is 
drawn to the openness of the 
access ways, reception areas 
and dining room /canteen 
which lead on to the many 
different specialist areas and 
classrooms. There is a wealth 
of classrooms and labs which 
include fully equipped music 
rooms, with computers and 
keyboards, rehearsal rooms, 
design and technology labs 
with work benches, food 

The Electric Bike Vault
The bikes of the future

16 High Street, Wheathampstead, AL4 8AA   Tel: 01582 278443
Email: theelectricbikevault@gmail.com    Web: www.theelectricbikevault.co.uk

We welcome you to call in and have a chat 
to see what bike type will suit you. 

•  Electric Bikes
•  Conventional Bikes
•  Sales Spares and Repairs 
•  Test Rides available 
•  Extensive range of bikes 

THE ELECTRIC BIKE  VAULT

technology rooms with cookers and fridges, 
science labs, a drama area, language labs and 
many standard classrooms for core subjects such 
as Maths, and English - and all completely brand 
new! With a year group of 180, each classroom 
can accommodate 30 students and their teacher 
whilst the various specialist labs offer places for 
around 20.
Outside there’s table tennis and basket ball hoops 
as well as facilities for other outdoor games and, 
of course, the large sports hall, previously used 
for the first intake of students last year, is now set 
to be converted back to its original purpose in 
time for the Autumn term as the next cohort of 
students arrive. 
Nothing, it seems, has been overlooked; 
for example, with Mandarin as one of the 
compulsory language subjects, there will be an 
opportunity for interested parents to have lessons 
regarding mandarin language and culture. 
It’s clear that students at KWS are very lucky 
to have the chance to enjoy such a broad range 
of opportunities that this splendid school, its 
facilities and its drive and commitment for 
excellence, have to offer. 

Tony told MiniMagazines, “I feel immensely 
privileged to be given such an opportunity and 
share in the delight of staff and students in being 
associated with this high specification school 
building and all the respective high standards 
of learning and education that will inevitably go 
with that.”
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Community Gym Will 
Bring Church Back to Life
Things are changing at Wheathampstead 

United Church. For some years the building 
has been empty and the congregation have been 
holding their services at St Helen’s and St Peter’s. 
In the first stage of an exciting new project, the 
Church will be reopened as a gym, a facility 
sorely needed in Wheathampstead. There will be 
opportunities too to run sessions that include a 
spiritual element, such as Prayers & Pilates and 
Spiritual Steps. 
The gym will be run as a community project and 
any profits will go to the Church with the aims of 
rebuilding the church hall as community meeting 
rooms and a café and of holding church services 
on the site again.
The project is being driven by a combination of 
volunteers drawn from the local community. Jane 
Deller and Jackie Seller are Elders of the Church, 
and Revd. Jane Weedon is the Minister. Annie 
Brewster is a County and District Councillor 
and Owain McKenzie is a Parish Councillor. 
Julie Bell is chair of Wheathampstead & District 
Preservation Society (WDPS) and Richard Brett 
is chair of Wheathampstead U3A. Karl Fenwick, 
though he lives in the village, runs a gym in 
Windsor and his experience will be key to the 
success of the project.
Some of you may have seen or contributed to the 
Crowdfunding campaign launched in March. 
The aim was to raise £5,000 to cover the cost of 
some essential work, including the reconnection 
of the electricity. “The support we got from the 
Wheathampstead community was breathtaking,” 
Jane Deller told us. “Within no time at all the 
£5,000 target was reached. We’re tremendously 
grateful to the 110 supporters who contributed.”
The detailed planning to prepare for the gym is 
underway but will require more funds. “We are 
drawing up a fundraising strategy,” explained 
Jackie. “It will include grant applications and 
community involvement.”
One of the first things to do is decide on a name 
for the gym. “We would be very interested in 
everyone’s thoughts on this,” said Jane. “Ideally 
the name should describe a gym and also reflect 

the community and the links with the Church. 
Facebook followers have already suggested some 
names and there have been some great ideas, 
but we’d like everyone in the village to have an 
opportunity to come up with a suitable name.”
If you would like to suggest a name, please email 

wheathampsteadcommunitygym@gmail.com 
with your ideas by 14th July. WDPS have offered 
a prize of a £25 voucher, exchangeable at a local 
business of your choice, for the name that is 
accepted. WDPS chair Julie Bell said, “We are 
delighted that the Victorian church building – 
dating back to 1876 and a local landmark – will 
be preserved and put to good use once again.”
Another important priority is to set up a steering 
committee who will be responsible for overseeing 
the gym. This will be an exciting opportunity to 
contribute to the health and well-being of the 
residents of Wheathampstead. If you think you 
might be interested or would like to know more, 
please email:-
wheathampsteadcommunitygym@gmail.com

Wheathampstead and District 
Preservation Society
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Carpenters, 106 St Albans Rd, Sandridge, Herts, AL4 9LJ
T: 01727 853340  www.carpentersnursery.co.uk

If you were dreaming of relaxing 
around the Med, why not 

create a relaxing Mediterranean 
garden of your own by planting 
some Olives, Bays, Palms, 
Cordylines, Cypress, Agapanthus 
or lavender.  Terracotta pots 
positioned around the patio 
planted with lavender or 
Geraniums are great way to give 
that Mediterranean terrace feel.    

Continued on page 22

Everything For Your Garden

If you just want to add a 
bit of colour and cheer to 

your borders or patio, we’ve 
still got a good selection of 
bedding plants, pots, ready-
made planters and hanging 
baskets to choose from.

Many of us have re-discovered 
the simple pleasures over the 

past few months.  From growing 
seeds, plants and vegetables, to 
feeding the birds and creating 
habitats for bees, butterfly’s and 
insects.  With many of us not able to 
work or leave the house, the garden 
has become an important place for 
exercise, peace, play and relaxation.

Whatever you plan for your garden, 
patio or balcony, we can help!   

If your holiday plans have been put on hold this 
year, why not spend some time in the garden and 
create a bit of paradise at home instead?
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Nature Reserve Vandalism 
during Lockdown
Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust has 

reported an increase in vandalism and anti-
social behaviour on its nature reserves during 
lockdown. 
Local conservation charity, Herts and Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust, has reported a significant increase 
in vandalism and anti-social behaviour on its 
nature reserves during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
This situation is not only resulting in damage to 
important havens for wildlife, but also additional 
costs to the charity at a time when they facing a 
sharp reduction in their ability to fundraise. 
Since lockdown began in March, the Trust has 
seen much higher visitor numbers at many of 
its reserves. While the Trust is keen to welcome 
people to come and experience these precious 
sites and the amazing variety of wildlife they are 
home to, the influx of visitors has brought with it 
problems including dangerous parking, littering 
and wildlife disturbance. Of particular concern 
are the dramatic increase in reports of BBQs 
on the Trust’s nature reserves. After a period of 
prolonged dry weather, BBQs can pose a serious 
threat of fire. 
In May, the Trust evicted a group of illegal 
campers who were causing damage and 
disturbance to one of its Nature Reserves and 
more recently one of the bird hides at Stocker’s 
Lake Nature Reserve, near Rickmansworth, was 
set on fire. At Tring Reservoirs the hot weekend 
weather saw visitors swimming in the reservoirs, 
some even going out on boats 
Laura Baker, Nature Reserves Manager at the 
Trust, says: “During the lockdown period we 
have seen increased visitor numbers to our 
reserves as people look for different places to 
visit. Sadly this is also led to a rise in vandalism 
and anti-social behaviour. These places are 
havens for wildlife and are also there to be 
enjoyed by everyone, so it’s really sad that this is 
being spoilt by a minority of visitors. If you are 
visiting our reserves please respect the wildlife 
that lives there and respect your fellow visitors, 
follow on-site signage and remember to always 
take your litter away with you.”

The Trust has already been hard hit by the 
Coronavirus outbreak and has had to cancel 
over 90 events, including the annual Festival 
of Wildlife at Panshanger Park, which has 

previously attracted 3,000 visitors. The Trust is 
predicting a £270,000 loss of income for the year 
due to the restriction on its fundraising activities 
and cancelled events.

WINNER
Best local producer

Food    Drink awards&

AWARD WINNER

WINNER
Producer of the Year

Farr Brew are 
proud to support:

Discover our full range of quality ales. Also known as ‘The Best Beers by Farr’

Farr Brew, Samuels Farm, Coleman Green Lane, Wheathampstead  •   : farrbrew    : farrbrew  : brewfarr

Farr Brew’s  beautiful tap room is now 
open every single Saturday – 11am to 5pm3open for collections

http://www.farrbrew.com/our-beers-homepage
https://www.marshalswickvetinarysurgery.co.uk
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Local Services

FOLEY
ELECTRICAL

Local and reliable 
electrician, for 

all domestic needs.

Call or email for a no 
obligation quote.

07778 601 609
bartfoley@mail.com
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RICHARD LLOYD ARCHITECTS
Charted Architect

Designs prepared for extensions, loft 
conversions, garage conversions, porches, 
disabled adaptations  for Local authority 
planning and building regulation 
approval. Advice on the Party Wall Act 
and Construction (Design Management) 
Regulations
T: 07817489627
E: comberdown@btinternet.com
W: www.richardlloydarchitects.co.uk

 

 

Local electrician 
Excellent results, minimal disruption, fair 

pricing, good time-keeping. 
 

Ben Hooper 07815 119790 
stalbanssparks@gmail.com 
www.stalbanssparks.com 

 

 ASK SARAH
• Is your garden spring ready?
• No time for that decorating
   project?
Local Lady Painter/Decorator 
& Gardener Can Help

Call today for a free quotation
Tel 07968 670597 

That’s what tens of thousands 
of people around the world do!

Uniformed and professionally trained staff• 

100% guaranteed and fully insured• 

Regular or occasional cleans• 

Free in-home estimate• 

All materials supplied• 

No contracts• 

100% guaranteed and fully insured
More 

affordable 

than you 

think!Free in-home estimate

All materials supplied

than you than you than you 

think!think!think!

Trust the domestic cleaning 
experts at MOLLY MAID

0845 293 0922
theresa.gwilliam@mollymaid.co.uk

www.mollymaid.co.uk01582 764305           www.nannies4grannies.co.uk

Nannies4
GranniesProviding 

home care, 
support and 

companionship
Call Kay to discuss the range of

specifically tailored services we can 
provide for you or an elderly loved one.

This month, pubs, bars, cafes and restaurants 
in England may be able to reopen their doors 

for the first time since lockdown began in March 
although at the time of writing, those plan have 
reportedly been delayed by the Government’s 
review of the two-metre social distancing rule.
The government has said that the hospitality 
sector - could start to reopen, “No earlier than 4 
July, if Covid-19 safety guidelines could be met”.
By late June, the government had not announced 
details of what those guidelines would be, but 
they’re expected to include rules on social 
distancing, heightened hygiene procedures and 
protection of bar and restaurant staff.
Since the beginning of lockdown, many 
restaurants have started offering food delivery 
and takeaways in order to generate income while 
their doors are closed. Some pubs have also been 
able to offer takeaway beers for us locally; that 
includes Darren’s Meals from Mid Herts Golf 

Club, Pizza from the Swan pub and various Beers 
from Farr Brew.
As other local businesses slowly get back to work, 
the local Franchise Owner for Molly
Maid, the national professional cleaning 
company, has been actively planning her return 
for several weeks. 
Though services provided in a customer’s home 
were never required to cease operating during 
the lockdown, many like Molly Maid decided 
it was the right thing to do to ensure that their 
employees and customers were safe. Owner 
Caroline said, “It was a really tough decision to 
stop providing our home cleaning services  - 
especially to our older and vulnerable customers. 
The company has introduced several changes as 
part of their ‘HomeSafe’ procedures to ensure 
that they can safely provide their services again.
It includes daily health checks of their fully 
employed teams following NHS guidelines.
Caroline (pictured with husband Marcus) went 
on to say, “It feels great to be one of the first 
businesses getting back to work. The response 
from our customers has been phenomenal and 
our employees are glad to be back working.” 
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Health MattersTest and Trace... 
Avoiding Scammers
Stopping COVID-19 from spreading 

is crucial to prevent more lives from 
being lost. The new Test and Trace contact 
tracers, who are getting in touch with 
recent close contacts of people who have 
had a positive COVID-19 test, are starting 
to play an important part in breaking the 
chain of infection. However, it is important 
that people are not taken advantage of by 
fraudsters gathering personal information 
by deception. 

Genuine contract tracers will: 
•  call you from 0300 013 5000 
•  send you text messages from ‘NHS’ 
•  ask you to sign into the NHS test and
    trace contact-tracing website 
•  ask for your full name and date of birth to 
    confirm your identity, and postcode to offer 
    support while self-isolating 
•  ask about the coronavirus symptoms you have
    been experiencing 
•  ask you to provide the name, telephone
    number and/or email address of anyone you 
    have had close contact with from the two days
    before your symptoms started 
•  ask if anyone you have been in contact with is 
    under 18 or lives outside of England. 

Never disclose financial information, password 
information or further personal details to anyone 
over the phone. If you are concerned about the 
process, check the details of the scheme online 
here: www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-
how-it-works 

Genuine contact tracers will 
never: 
•  ask you to dial a premium rate number to 
    speak to them (for example, those starting 09
    or 087) 
•  ask you to make any form of payment 
•  ask for any details about your bank account 
•  ask for your social media identities or login
    details, or those of your contacts 

•   ask you for any passwords or PINs, or ask you
     to set up any passwords or PINs over the 
     phone 
•  ask you to purchase a product 
•  ask you to download any software to your 
    device or ask you to hand over control of your 
    PC, smart phone or tablet 
•  ask you to access any website that does not 
    belong to the Government or NHS. 

Whilst it is possible for criminals to fake official 
phone numbers, they cannot fake official website 
addresses. If you do have any concerns about 
a phone call, text message or email that you 
have received, in relation to Test and Trace, do 

check the website address being provided to you 
carefully. If possible, type the official address, 
which will be https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.
uk followed by unique characters given to you, 
directly into your browser.

Pneumonia
Pneumonia is swelling (inflammation) of the 

tissue in one or both lungs. It’s usually caused 
by a bacterial infection. It can also be caused by a 
virus, such as coronavirus (COVID-19).

Symptoms 
The symptoms of pneumonia can develop 
suddenly over 24 to 48 hours, or they may come 
on more slowly over several days. Common 
symptoms of pneumonia include:- A cough – 
which may be dry, 
or produce thick 
yellow, green, 
brown or blood-
stained mucus 
(phlegm), difficulty 
breathing – your 
breathing may be 
rapid and shallow, 
and you may feel 
breathless, even 
when resting. 
Rapid heartbeat, 
high temperature, 
feeling generally 
unwell, sweating 
and shivering, 
loss of appetite 
chest pain – which 
gets worse when 
breathing or 
coughing
Less common 
symptoms include: 
coughing up blood (haemoptysis), headaches, 
fatigue, feeling sick or being sick, wheezing, 
joint and muscle pain. feeling confused and 
disorientated, particularly in elderly people.

When to get medical help
If you have a high temperature, a new, continuous 
cough or a loss or change to your sense of smell, 
use the 111 online coronavirus service.
If you feel unwell and have any other symptoms 
of pneumonia, contact your GP or use the regular 
111 online service.
Only call 111 if you cannot get help online or you 

need help for a child under 5.
Call 999 for an ambulance if you or someone you 
care for:
•  are struggling to breathe
•  are coughing up blood
•  have blue lips or a blue face
•  feel cold and sweaty, with pale or blotchy skin
•  have a rash that does not fade when you roll a 
    glass over it

•  collapse or faint
•  become confused 
or very drowsy
•  have stopped 
peeing or are 
peeing much less 
    than usual

Who’s 
affected
Pneumonia can 
affect people of any 
age, but it’s more 
common, and can 
be more serious, 
in certain groups 
of people, such as 
the very young or 
the elderly. People 
in these groups are 
more likely to need 
hospital treatment 
if they develop 
pneumonia.

What causes pneumonia
Pneumonia is usually the result of a bacterial 
infection, although other types include: viral 
pneumonia which is caused by a virus, such as 
coronavirus, aspiration pneumonia – caused by 
breathing in vomit, a foreign object, such as a 
peanut, or a harmful substance, such as smoke or 
a chemical, fungal pneumonia – rare in the UK 
and more likely to affect people with a weakened 
immune system, hospital-acquired pneumonia 
– pneumonia that develops in hospital while 
being treated for another condition or having 
an operation; people Continued on page 26
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Health Matters
Continued from page 25

Health Matters

Cost effective Servicing Specialists for all Makes of Car

CALL NOW FOR EFFiCIENT COST EFFECTIVE SERVICES FOR YOUR CAR

MOT CENTRE • TYRES • EXHAUSTS • BRAKES • BATTERIES 
CLUTCHES • SHOCKS

FAST FIT/TYRES/MOT’S  01582 764322
ALL CAR SERVICING  01582 469955

Grove Road, Harpenden AL5 1PX
www.panautos.co.uk

COMPLETE ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR VEHICLE’S NEEDSThe Window Man
John can repair  
your windows 
and doors and 
if necessary, he 
can quote for  full 
replacements 
No job too small 
Quick friendly 
service 

For FREE advice and an
 estimate call 

Are Your windows a pane?
Are they misty, not bright
Does your door hang in shame 
Are your hinges too tight
Then give John a ring
He’s ever so nice
He’ll look at your problems
And give you a price …..

johnthewindowman@gmail.com
01582 609143 or 07916 128280

Registered FENSA member

in intensive care on breathing machines are 
particularly at risk of developing ventilator-
associated pneumonia.

Risk groups
The following groups have an increased risk of 
developing pneumonia:
•  babies and very young children
•  elderly people
•  people who smoke
•  people with other health conditions, such as 
    asthma, cystic fibrosis, or a heart, kidney or  
    liver condition
•  people with a weakened immune system – for 
    example, as a result of a recent illness, such as 
    flu, having HIV or AIDS, having 
    chemotherapy, or taking medicine after an 
    organ transplant

Diagnosing pneumonia
A doctor may be able to diagnose pneumonia by 
asking about your symptoms and examining your 
chest although further tests may be needed in 

some cases.
Pneumonia can be difficult to diagnose because 
it shares many symptoms with other conditions, 
such as the common cold, bronchitis and asthma.
To help make a diagnosis, a doctor may ask 
you questions about pains in your chest, your 
breathing, how long you have had your cough, 
and whether you’re coughing up mucus. A doctor 
may also take your temperature and listen to your 
chest and back with a stethoscope to check for 
any crackling or rattling sounds. They may also 
listen to your chest by tapping it as lungs filled 
with fluid produce a different sound from normal 
healthy lungs.
If you have mild pneumonia, you probably will 
not need to have a chest X-ray or any other tests 
although if your symptoms have not improved 
within 48 hours of starting treatment, you may 
need a chest X-ray or other tests, such as a 
sputum (mucus) test or blood tests. 

Treating pneumonia
Mild pneumonia can usually be treated at home 
by getting plenty of rest taking antibiotics if the 
pneumonia is likely to be caused by a bacterial 
infection and drinking plenty of fluids.

If you do not have any other health problems, 
you should respond well to treatment and soon 
recover, although your cough may last for some 
time.
For at-risk groups, pneumonia can be severe and 
may need to be treated in hospital.
This is because it can lead to serious 
complications, which in some cases can be fatal, 
depending on a person’s health and age.

Complications of pneumonia
Complications of pneumonia are more common 
in young children, the elderly and those with pre-
existing health conditions, such as diabetes and 
you will be admitted to hospital for treatment if 
you develop one of these complications-: Pleurisy 
– where the thin linings between your lungs and 
ribcage (pleura) become inflamed, which can 
lead to respiratory failure. Lung abscess – a rare 
complication that’s mostly seen in people with a 
serious pre-existing illness or a history of severe 
alcohol misuse. Blood poisoning (sepsis) is also a 
rare but serious complication.

Preventing pneumonia
Although most cases of pneumonia are bacterial 

and are not passed on from one person to 
another, good standards of hygiene will help to 
prevent germs spreading.
Make sure that you cover your mouth and nose 
with a handkerchief or tissue when you cough or 
sneeze and throw away used tissues immediately 
– germs can live for several hours after they leave 
your nose or mouth. Also, wash your hands 
regularly to avoid transferring germs to other 
people or objects.
Pneumonia can be a serious illness that takes 
weeks or months to recover from.
Once you start taking antibiotics, your symptoms 
should begin to improve. Recovery times 
vary a lot from person to person and depend 
on your general health, age and how severe 
your pneumonia is. If you are diagnosed with 
pneumonia and your symptoms don’t improve in 
48 hours, or if they get any worse, call 111 or 999 
for a reassessment.

Information supplied by NHS & British Lung 
Foundation 
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Tennis
Wheathampstead Lawn Tennis Club with 3 all-
weather floodlit courts, a short tennis court and a 
clubhouse located in the heart of Wheathampstead 
on Marford Playing Fields, just alongside Brocket 
View. Wednesdays at 6.30pm every week, or 
Sundays at 10am most weeks. Visit the website for 
further information www.wltc.org.uk

Thursday Club for the 
Disabled 
The Club has very clear objectives to welcome and 
support disabled individuals, for whatever reason, 
within the Parish of Wheathampstead. The Club 
has flourished for over 45 years and is a well-
respected part of our community. We meet every 
Thursday in school term time, when lunch and 
entertainment are provided, together with valued 
social companionship. To find out about potential 
membership, call Maggie Fleetwood on 01438 
832523 or David Law on 01582 833628

Wheathampstead 
Patient Participation 
Group
The objective of the group is to contribute 
wherever possible to health improvement in 
Wheathampstead. Our initiatives include highly 
successful weekly Pilates classes and we arrange 
at least three medical talks a year in the Memorial 
Hall. WPPG members receive a quarterly 
Newsletter with useful medical updates and 
specific details about forthcoming talks. 
To find out more, please visit
www.wheathampsteadppg.org.uk or tel: Iain Begg 
on 07799 410670 or email: iain2.begg@virgin.net

Archery
Wheathampstead Archery club was founded in 
1956, and has about 70 members. Always happy to 
welcome newcomers; beginners or experienced. 
Beginners will need to complete a beginner course 
run by our Archery GB qualified club coaches. 
There is a Junior Section for under-18s, but the 
minimum age is 10.
http://wheathampsteadarchery.org.uk/

Horticultural Society
‘Our village ‘Garden Club’ meets on the first 
Wednesday of the month (except August and 
January) at 8.00pm in the Memorial Hall. We are 
affiliated to The Royal Horticultural, The Dahlia 
and The Fuchsia Societies. Each month we have 
interesting talks including garden travels, local 
gardens, good plants for our gardens and from 
specialist nurseries who often bring plants for sale. 
Coach trips and visits are held during the year and 
our Annual show is held in September. Visitors are 
very welcome.’

Local Clubs and Groups

Continued on page 31

Tax problems?
Talk to:

Fenlon & Co
6 High Street, Wheathampstead

• Accounts for Ltd Companies
• Self Assessment Tax Returns
• Accounts for Self Employed
• Payroll & VAT Returns
• Audit and investigations

NO FEE FOR INITIAL  
CONSULTATION

Paul Laskier - FCCA
Mike Crafer - CTA
Tel: 01582 831234
Email: laskier@fenlonandco.co.uk 
www.fenlonandco.co.uk

Coronavirus: 
Dates and times may have 
changed, events may be 
cancelled or postponed so 
please do check before you 
set out.

Unit 4, The Gryphon Industrial Park, Porters Wood, St Albans, Herts, AL3 6XZ

For a free no obligation repair estimate, contact ChipsAway St Albans on:
07807 665380 or Email: brian.palmer@chipsaway.co.uk

www.chipsaway.co.uk/brianpalmer

Bumper scuffs        Paintwork scratches        All Dents      Panel Replacements

Same day repairs - Most repairs completed within 
a day
Fully Guaranteed - Our repairs come with a lifetime
warranty for as long as you own the car

Quality paintwork repairs at a fraction of
body shop costs

We specialise in repairing all
 car paint and bodywork damage.
We offer both a Mobile Service 

 and also have our own Bodyshop
for larger repairs 

There’s more to us than just chips and scratches

Mobile Repairs Workshop Repairs

or call 01582 833883

buy in-store
New Mill, Lamer Lane,

Wheathampstead,
Herts, AL4 8RG

DOG & CAT FOOD & SUPPLIES
HORSE FEED, BEDDING & TACK
POND FOOD & TREATMENTS
WILD BIRD FOOD
FISHING BAIT
SMALL ANIMAL FOOD & SUPPLIES
HOME & GARDEN PRODUCTS
FARM & POULTRY FOOD

Pet Superstore

click & collect

click & collect
WWW.GJWTITMUSSLTD.CO.UK
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Washing Machines • Dishwashers 

Tumble Dryers • Electric Ovens 
Vacuum Cleaners 

* No Callout Charges * 
* All Makes Repaired * 
* Honest & Reliable * 

* Full Electrical Safety Tests * 
* Evening & Weekend Appointments * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 
Leigh Hibon 

Daytime 07841 652496 
Evening 01582 842764 

leighhibon@yahoo.com 
www.ldhdomesticappliancesrepairs.co.uk 
90 Trowley Hill Road, Flamstead, AL3 8EA. 

Leigh Hibon
Daytime 07841 652496
Evening 01582 842764

leighhibon@yahoo.com
www.ldhdomesticappliancesrepairs.co.uk
90 Trowley Hill Road, Flamstead, AL3 8EA

* All Makes Repaired 

* Honest & Reliable 

* Full Electrical Safety Tests 
* Evening & Weekend Appointments 

* All Work Guaranteed 

 
 

 

 

* No Callout Charges  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Washing Machines • Dishwashers
Tumble Dryers • Electric Ovens

Vacuum Cleaners

Leigh Hibon2.indd   1 24/07/2014   15:09:54

www.ldhdomestic.co.uk

and evening fixtures. WCC really is a club on the up 
and we now have some of the best cricket facilities 
in the county. New players and spectators are always 
welcome. www.wheathampsteadcc.hitscricket.com

Wheathampstead 
Dramatic Society
The Dramatic Society is always looking for new 
members who would like to join this friendly 
group. For information about our next planned 
production vist our website: 
www.wheathampsteaddramaticsociety.co.uk

The Wheathampstead 
Community Group
This group seeks to support anyone in the Parish of 
Wheathampstead who is looking for assistance. Call 
Marion on 01582 834238.  If you need transport to 
a hospital or the doctor – call 01582 834028. If you 
wish to volunteer ring Chloe on 07941 006095

Kimpton Bowls Club
A small, friendly outdoor bowls club located to 
the rear of the Recreation Ground in Kimpton. 
Informal bowling nights on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 6.00pm.We welcome new members of any age, to 
start with you only need flat soled shoes, bowls and 
tuition can be provided. For further details contact 
Brenda on 01582 623106

Cricket
Wheathampstead Cricket Club has five adult teams 
and an expanding colts section. Cricket is played 
on Nomansland Common on Saturday and Sunday 
throughout the season, with occasional mid-week 

Continued on page 33

Continued from page 29

Ground
breaking

ways to heat
your home

The latest air source & ground source heat pumps,
Combined with underfloor heating and
plenty of insulation, are a great way to lower
your energy bills and cut your carbon footprint.

Call 01727 840555 or visit solinvictus.co.uk

http://www.solinvictus.co.uk
info@jessaminegarage.co.uk
http://www.jessaminegarage.co.uk
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Contact Robert Innes - 07596 454 550

- Servicing (All vehicles) 
- MOT’s 
- Tyres 
- Batteries 

- Air Conditioning 
- Bodywork Repair 
- Remapping 
- Wheel Alignment 

- Wheel Refurbishment 
- Timing Belts 

- Exhausts
- Diagnostics

Friendly, Reliable, Independent Business

Nutwood (Left Hand Gate)
Down Green Lane

Wheathampstead, Herts, AL4 8EB

Find us on
Facebook

Free collection 
of your vehicle

MOT ONLY £35
when booked with 

a full service

RTI AUTO SERVICES LTD
Specialist in vehicle servicing and maintenance

Business Group 
The Wheathampstead Business Group (aka 
“WEB”) aims to proactively enhance and secure 
the long-term future of Wheathampstead as a 
dynamic trading area for the benefit of the whole 
community. Local businesses and residents are 
encouraged to get involved, support businesses 
locally and help make Wheathampstead a better 
place to live. The group meet regularly. Contact 
Jo ‘Smiley’ Hailey chair@wheathamsptead.org.uk

Wheathampstead & 
District Preservation 
Society
The aims of the group are to protect what’s best 
about the village, make the best use of its assets, 
object to inappropriate planning applications 
and take part in community initiatives. 
The more members we have, the louder is 
our voice. To join, please see our website – 
wheathampsteadpreservationsociety.org.uk or 
call 01582 833789. 

Mead Quilters
The group was formed just over 26 years ago and 
meet on the first Tuesday morning of each month 
from 9.45-12 non, visitors are welcome (fees 
apply) also on the third Tuesday evening of the 
month from 7.30pm for a guest speaker. Visitors 
are welcome (fees apply). For further information 
visit the group’s website www.meadquilters.org 

Wheathampstead W.I.
Lively, interesting and varied meetings.
Every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm at the Mead Hall 
in East Lane W/stead. Social events and outings 
throughout the year. See W.I Noticeboard in 
High Street for more information or join us at 
our Friday Coffee Mornings 10.30-11.45am in 
the Mead Hall or Contact our Secretary Karen 
Benomran Wheathampsteadwi@outlook.com
New members always welcome.

Football
Wheathampstead Wanderers was formed in 1990 
by a small group of families from the village to 
promote and support youth football for the benefit 
of children and young people in Wheathampstead 
and surrounding areas. An FA Charter Standard 

Club, granted in 2008, with around 300 boys and 
girls playing football. 
www.wheathampsteadwanderersfc.co.uk

ALF Over 60’s Socials
ALF raises money at Amwell Day at the Elephant 
and Castle to fund social events for the over ‘60s. 
ALF Bingo is in the Mead Hall (last Tuesday 
of most months - transport available). Other 
highlights are the summer outing (for example 
cream tea at Flatford Mill in Constable Country) 
and the Christmas party (food, drink, a great 
entertainer and more). Details from Colin, 
Amwell Local Fundraisers charity, on 07790 
639735.

Dementia Wellbeing 
Group 
Social group for those living with dementia and 
their carers. 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month, 
10.30 to noon at the Mead Hall, East Lane AL4 8BP. 
Call Margaret 01582 832368 or Isobel 01582 832439

Brownies, Guides and 
Rainbows
1st Wheathampstead Brownies meets at St. Peter’s 
in Gustard Wood on a Tuesday. 
3rd Wheathampstead brownies meet at the Scout 
Hut on a Thursday. 
1st Wheathampstead guides meets at Mead Hall 
on a Friday.
1st Wheathampstead Rainbows  meet at the 
Scout Hut on Monday evening.
2nd Wheathampstead Rainbows meet on a 
Tuesday at Mead Hall
All units are currently full so anybody wishing 
to put their daughter on the waiting list should 
register at www.girlguiding.org.uk

Continued from page 31

Continued on page 34
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Beavers, Cubs & Scouts
• Beavers Cubs and Scouts are popular in 
Wheathampstead and meet regularly at Mead 
Lane in Wheathampstead as follows:
• Beaver Colony Wednesday 5.15-6.15
• Mead Cub Scout Pack Tuesday 6:30 - 8:00
• Delaport Cub Scout Pack Wednesday 6:30-8:00
• Amwell Scout Troop Monday 7:30 - 9:00
• Lamer Scout Troop Friday 7:30 - 9:00
• Explorer Scouts Thursday 7.30 - 9.15
Contact Karen Oxley:-
 gsl1stwheathampstead@outlook.com

Music and Singing 
Introducing the Clover Singing Club, a new 
concept in ensemble singing for ladies, with 
emphasis on laughter and relaxation. Try us out - 
first session free. No need to read music. Sessions 
are term time on Mondays 1.15-3.15 p.m., Mead 
Hall, Wheathampstead. Contact Charlotte 07791 
741233.

Wheathampstead
History Society
The society meets at 7.15pm, the third 
Wednesday of each month, in the Mead Hall, 
East Lane. 
It offers a programme of talks promoting local 
history & heritage, undertakes research projects 
and encourages and supports members’ research. 
For further information visit our website www.
wheathampsteadheritage.org.uk

Wheathampstead 
Warriors
A local running club, all abilities welcome!
Come and run with us on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 8pm at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road. Just 
turn up on any week to try us out for free. 
https://wheathampsteadwarriors.wordpress.com/

Wheathampstead U3A 
(University of the Third 
Age)
Wheathampstead U3A is open to anyone who 
is retired or semi-retired. No qualifications are 
needed, and none are given. Make friends, learn 
new skills or refresh old ones through our wide 
range of interest groups. Enjoy first-rate speakers 
at monthly meetings in the Memorial Hall and 
participate in organised outings to places of 
interest. Find out more at 
www.wheathampsteadu3a.co.uk

Art Group 
The art group get together to paint on Wednesday 
afternoons, 2 – 4 pm, in the Green Room, 
Memorial Hall, Marford Road, Wheathampstead. 
Beginners are welcome. Periodically we invite 
artists along to do demonstrations or workshops. 
Contact Jean Gatehouse 01582 832952 or 
Maureen McCaffrey 01582 833719 

The Hardynge Choir
The Hardynge Choir is keen to help people 
experience the joy of choral singing, and welcomes 
new members, whatever their previous expertise, 
especially Altos, Tenors and Basses. We rehearse 
on a Monday evening 7:45pm and 9:45pm 
during school term time at the School Hall of St 
Helen’s C of E Primary School, Brewhouse Hill, 
Wheathampstead.
Call Primrose Watts on 01582 460092 
www.hardyngechoir.org

Continued from page 33

John Lewis & Partners Lounge Chair, Ampana Print, £499 Galeries Maeght 
Hantai Framed Poster, £125 Marble Beaded Pedestal Side Table, £199 Teal Drip 
Vases, £50 Sultans Garden Boxed Teapot, £75 Berber Ikat Rug, £525 Blue Coral, 
£50 Poole Pottery Maya Purse Vase, £90 Tumbler, Amaranth Pink, £5. 
https://johnlewis.com



To Advertise call 01582 842052 or 0775 3857012                    Please mention MiniMagazines when responding to adverts

Page 36

Mid Herts Golf Club 

For further details please contact Joy Pickard, General Manager
Mid Herts Golf Club, Lower Gustard Wood, Lamer Lane, 

Wheathampstead, Herts AL4 8RS
Telephone: 01582 832242 Option 5 | www.midhertsgolfclub.co.uk

For Societies who have missed out on their golf days in 2020
Why not book your day at Mid Herts? 

A classic heathland course with no hills and no temporary greens!
Society packages can be tailored to suit your requirements

Every golfer receives a chocolate bar & bottle of water
A new fleet of buggies available to hire at £20 a round

Have you had your Wedding Reception or 
Party cancelled due to COVID-19?

Are you unable to 
rebook for 2021?
We can help you 
create memories
Whatever the 
occasion celebrate 
in style with us


